3.3 Visas – Entry for long stay (exceeding 90 days)

From January 1, 2008 new visa regulations have been introduced for Hungary. The Ministry of  Foreign Affairs of Hungary highly recommends that you apply for an entry visa and residence permit in the US before your departure. The Hungarian consulates in the US are familiar with the Fulbright program and can give you the best assistance.

However, as a last resource, it is also possible to enter Hungary without having a visa and submit an application for residence permit after your arrival in Hungary (in that case please note that you will have to submit original marriage and birth certificates for dependents).
Upon approval of your application, you will get a visa authorizing you to a single entry and to stay for a maximum of 30 days in Hungary. All your application documents will then be transferred to Hungary from the Hungarian Embassy and Consulates. After your arrival in Hungary, within the 30 days, you will have to go to the Office of Immigration (there are offices for each region of Hungary). They will issue your residence permit. (See the list of documents to be submitted after your arrival in Hungary at the end of this chapter.)
The Fulbright Commission and the international offices of your host institutions will help you with this process.
For Fulbrighters getting a visa is free.

Depending on the purpose of  stay, different “residence permit” application forms have to be completed.: 
- for students: Application for residence permit for the purpose of studies; 

- for researchers: Application for residence permit for the purpose of scientific research; 

- for teachers and lecturers: Application form for residence permit for other reasons.
The Hungarian Embassy and the Consulates of Hungary in the US will have an official list of the grantees, in order to ensure a smooth procedure.

The entry visa can be obtained at:

( Embassy of the Republic of Hungary 

3910 Shoemaker Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20008,

Phone: 202-362-6730, Fax: 202-966-8135, email: Consul.was@kum.hu
or at the Hungarian Consulates General in the U.S:

(Los Angeles: 11766 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 410, Los Angeles, CA 90025

Phone: 
310-473-9344,
Fax:310-479-6443, email: huconlos@mpowercom.net or los.missions@kum.hu
(New York: 223 East 52nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10022

Phone: 212-838-4348, Fax: 212-755-5986, email: nyf.missions@kum.hu

For further information and the list of items necessary for the application please visit the following website: www.huembwas.org. Click on Consular Affairs, and find: 2b.Entry for long stay(exceeding 90 days). 
WHAT TO DO AFTER YOUR ARRIVAL IN HUNGARY?
The documents you will need to submit to the Office of Immigration in Hungary after your arrival are the following: 

1. Valid passport
2. Rental agreement or contract (Hungarian and English version, signed by both your landlord/landlady and you, listing all the family members residing in the property)

3. ‘Accomodation reporting form for third country nationals’ (also signed by both you and the  landlord/landlady (each family member needs one filled in and signed). We will give you this/these form(s) at the orientation.
4. ‘Proof of ownership’ (Tulajdoni lap) document, which proves that the landlord/landlady is really the owner of the place. It will be acquired by the landlord/landlady at the Land Registry Office, and you are not to pay for it. The authorities want to see the original but keep only a copy.

If you submitted your request in the U.S. prior to departure for an entry visa and residence permit to Hungary, you will not need the original marriage or birth certificates for dependents. However, if you are likely to ask for an extension of your grant, you will need the original one(s).

