
The 

Fulbright Program

in Hungary



The simple basic purpose of 

the exchange program we 

initiated over forty years ago is 

to erode the culturally rooted 

mistrust that sets nations 

against one another. Its 

essential aim is to encourage 

people in all countries, and 

especially their political 

leaders, to stop denying 

others the right to their own 

view of reality and to develop 

a new manner of thinking 

about how to avoid war rather 

than to wage it. The exchange 

program is not a panacea but 

an avenue of hope – possibly 

our best hope and conceivably 

our only hope – for the 

survival and further progress 

of humanity.

From the 

Price of Empire by 

J. William Fulbright



The Fulbright 

Program

in Hungary
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Nobel Laureate 
in Chemistry 1954, U.S.A.  
Fulbright Scholar in 
Yugoslavia, 1988

Nobel Laureate 
in Chemistry 2000, New Zealand 
Fulbright Student at University 
of Wisconsin, 
1950

Nobel Laureate 
in Chemistry 2010, Japan 
Fulbright Student at 
University of Pennsylvania, 
1960-63

The Fulbright Program

The Fulbright Program, the flagship international educational exchange 

program sponsored by the U.S. Government is designed “to increase 

mutual understanding between the people of the United States and 

the people of other countries”. With this goal as a starting point, the 

Fulbright Program has provided around 300,000 participants with the 

opportunity to know each others’ political, economical, educational 

and cultural institutions, to exchange ideas. The Program awards 

approximately 6,000 new grants worldwide annually.

The Fulbright Program was established in 1946 under legislation 

introduced by then Senator J. William Fulbright of Arkansas. The 

program is sponsored by the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs 

of the United States Department of State and by the governments of 

the participating partner countries. In 50 countries - including Hungary - 

binational commissions are managing the program.

The J. William Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board (FSB) supervises 

the Fulbright Program. The Board has twelve members appointed by 

the President of the United States.

The Fulbright Program is open to all the fields of arts and sciences.

The program is financed by the U.S. government (appr. 65%) and by 

the partner governments (appr. 20%) and by private contributions and 

in kind support (15%).
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Former Rector 
University of Debrecen
AY 1987-1990
University of Minnesota
University of Oklahoma 
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Director 
Museum of Ethnography
AY 1992-1993
Yale University

Member of the Academy
AY 1996-1997
National Cancer Institute
Bethesda, MD

Historical Framework

Hungary joined the Fulbright Program in 1978, after improved relations 

followed the return of the Coronation Regalia to Hungary by the United 

States. The Fulbright Commission in Hungary was established in January 

1992, after a binational agreement was signed between the governments 

of Hungary and the United States.

The Hungarian-American Fulbright Commission for Educational 

Exchange has been registered in Hungary as a non-profit public interest 

educational foundation.

The Fulbright Commission strives to:

 s enhance the Hungarian-American mutual understanding and 

bilateral relations;

 s encourage scholarly exchange between the two countries;

 s continue to adapt the exchange program to the present and future 

needs of the two countries;

 s advise those who would like to study or pursue research in the 

United States with their own funds;

 s where appropriate, assist in the reform of Hungarian higher 

education;

 s further increase the visibility, reputation and effectiveness of the 

Fulbright Program in Hungary. 

The Commission’s Board is a binational policy-making and supervisory 

body which consists of ten members. The governments of the U.S. and 

Hungary are represented by two members each; the others are university 
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New Zealand Nobel Laureate 
in Chemistry 2000 
Fulbright Student at University 
of Wisconsin, 
1950
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professors and representatives of the private business sector. The Board operates in 

the sphere of cultural diplomacy, there is no political direction to its activities.

The main activities of  the Fulbright Commission in Hungary are:

 s running the Fulbright Program

 s providing educational advising services to the Hungarian and    

non Hungarian public

 s operating a computer-based test center

 s maintain a harmonious partnership with the Fulbright Alumni Association.

European Fulbright Executive Directors meeting, 
Budapest, 1998
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Director, Budapest ZOO, 
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Cornell University
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Dean, University of Szeged
AY 2002-2003
Cornell Medical College
Sloan Kettering Cancer Center

Director, Eötvös L. University 
School of English and American 
Studies
AY 1987-1988, University of 
California Santa Barbara
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Prominent Hungarian grantees

Prof. Dr. Zoltán Abádi-Nagy, Former Rector, University of Debrecen,   

AY 1987-1990, University of Minnesota,      

University of Oklahoma and University of California, Irvine

Prof. Dr. Sándor Damjanovich, Member of the Academy,     

AY 1996-1997, National Cancer Institute, Bethesda, MD

Dr. Zoltán Fejó́s, Director , Museum of Ethnography,     

AY 1992-1993, Yale University

Dr. Zoltán Illés, Secretary of State for Environment, AY 1995-1996,   

University of North Carolina

Dr. Géza Jeszenszky, Former Minister of Foreign Affairs, AY 1984-85,  

University of California

Dr. András Lánczi, Director, Institute for Political Science,    

Corvinus University of Budapest, AY 1997-1998, Louisiana University

Dr. Katalin Nagy, Dean, University of Szeged, AY 2002-2003,   

Cornell Medical College, Sloan Kettering Cancer Center

Ms. Szilvia Perényi, Former Vice President of the Organizing Committee of 

Paraolympic Games, Atlanta 1996, AY 1994-1995, Florida State University

Dr. Miklós Persányi, Former Minister of Environment and Water, Director, 

Budapest ZOO, AY 1990-1991, Cornell University

Dr. Réka Szemerkényi, Former Secretary of State, Foreign and Security Policy, 

Office of the Prime Minister; President of the New Atlantic Initiative of Hungary,   

AY 1993-1994, Johns Hopkins University

Ms. Éva Tóth, poet, Vice President, Hungarian Pen Club, AY 1992-1993, University 

of Georgia
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Dr. András Kepes, Dean, Budapest College of Communication and Business, 

AY 1985-1986, Stanford University

Prof. Dr. Tibor Frank, Director, Eötvös L. University School of English and 

American Studies, AY 1987-1988, University of California Santa Barbara

Dr. Gyula Kodolányi, Former State Secretary; Editor-in-Chief,    

Hungarian Review, AY 1984-1985, University of California, Santa Barbara

Dr. Tamás Magyarics, Ambassador to the Republic of Ireland, Former 

Director, AY 2001-2002, University of Texas, Austin and AY 2008-2009,   

 Center for Strategic & International Studies

42 Fulbright alumni from 
11 countries have been 

awarded the Nobel Prize.

Márton Váró, 
sculptor 

‘88 UC Irvine

Nobel Laureate 
in Economics 1989, Norway 
Fulbright Scholar at 
University of Chicago, 
1957-58
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Nobel Laureate 
in Medicine 1991, Germany 
Fulbright Student at 
University of Wisconsin, 
1966
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Nobel Laureate 
in Medicine 1977, U.S.A.  
Fulbright Scholar in Portugal
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Former State Secretary; 
Editor-in-Chief, 
Hungarian Review, 
AY 1984-1985, University of 
California, Santa Barbara
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Dean, 
Budapest College 
of Communication and Business, 
AY 1985-1986, 
Stanford University
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Former Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, 
AY 1984-1985, 
University of California
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Fulbright grant categories for Hungarian citizens to the 
United States:

 s The Fulbright student grants for one academic year.

 s The Fulbright Science and Technology Award for doctoral study at 

prestigious U.S. institutions in science, technology and engineering.

 s The Fulbright scholar program for lecturers (for 1 or 2 semesters) or 

for researchers ( for 3-9 months).

 s Partial grants in all categories above

 s The Fulbright Scholar-in-Residence Program (SIR) to bring 

scholars and professionals to U.S. university campuses developing 

an international agenda and/or serving a minority audience, 

including Historically Black Colleges and Universities, Hispanic 

Serving Institutions, Tribal Colleges, small liberal arts colleges and 

community colleges.

 s The Fulbright Teacher Exchange Program involves one-on-one 

exchanges of high school teachers.

 s The Hubert H. Humphrey Fellowship Program brings mid-career 

professionals to the United States for a year of professional 

development and academic work at graduate level. Grants are 

awarded in various social and public policy fields.

 s The Study of the U.S. Institutes program offers summer seminar 

programs for high school teachers, university lecturers and 

researchers. Its aim is to provide participants with a deeper 

understanding of U.S. society, education, culture and history, past 

and present.
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Special grants

Joint Scholarships

Thanks to our successful efforts to raise money for Fulbright awards 

each year there are some additional grant opportunities for Hungarian 

students to study or do research. Among the sponsors of the program 

are the U.S. Embassy, the Charles Simonyi Fund, the Demján Sándor 

Foundation, OTP Bank and many others.

The Commission is grateful to these sponsors for supporting the 

Fulbright Program allowing us to increase the number and scope of the 

awards.

Partnership with U.S. Universities

The Fulbright Commission has signed agreements with different U.S. 

institutions of higher education and research centers to welcome 

Hungarian student grantees with advantegous conditions. Among 

our partner universities there are the Texas Christian University, Fort 

Worth, Texas; the Florida Institute of Technology, Melbourne, Florida 

and the University of Houston, Austin, Texas.

The selection criteria and grant administration are the same as those 

followed by the Fulbright program. Ph
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Nobel Laureate in Physics 
1977, U.S.A.  
Fulbright Scholar in Japan, 
1953-54
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Nobel Laureate in Physics 
1984, Italy 
Fulbright Student at 
Columbia University, 
1958-59

Nobel Laureate in Economics 
1976, U.S.A.  
Fulbright Scholar in the 
United Kingdom, 
1953-54
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poet, Vice President, 
Hungarian Pen Club, 
AY 1992-1993
University of Georgia

Director, 
Institute for Political Science, 
Corvinus University of Buda-
pest, AY 1997-1998, 
Louisiana State University
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Lecturing grants in Hungarian Studies

Under the terms of a contract between some U.S. universities running 

Hungarian (Central European) Studies Program and the Fulbright 

Commission in Budapest grants are offered for one or two semester 

status at the partner university. The aim of these grants is to support 

teaching and curriculum development in Hungarian (Central European) 

studies.

The Fulbright Program also supports some research-development 

projects like the exploration, cataloguing and preservation of books 

and archival material held by the Library of the American Hungarian 

Foundation in New Brunswick. The collection represents a great value for 

American and Hungarian historical research and it serves as a reference 

library for Hungarian Studies and includes primary resources for 

immigration history.

As of 2011, more than 
300,000 Fulbrighters from 
over 155 countries have 

participated in the 
Fulbright Program 

since it began in 1946.
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Application procedure

The Fulbright Program is authorized under U.S. Public Law 87-256, the 

Mutual Education and Cultural Exchange Act of 1961.

Applications are welcome in any field of the arts and sciences. Emphasis 

will be given to subjects related to the social, economic and political 

changes and developments in Hungary.

Faithful to the spirit of the Fulbright Program, grants will be given to 

candidates who are devoted to sharing their experiences and knowledge 

in the most effective way after returning to Hungary either in academic or 

in business life.

In order to secure fair screening of applications, the Commission has 

appointed its own Selection Committee and established its own selection 

procedures, which include three stages of evaluating the candidates:

1. eligibility screening conducted by the staff of the Commission;

2. evaluation of project proposals by Hungarian and American experts;

3. interviewing of candidates by the Executive Director, an American   

 Embassy representative and Board Members.

19 Fulbright alumni are 
Members of the Hungarian 

Academy of Sciences
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Nobel Laureate in Literature 
1963, Greece 
Fulbright Scholar at 
Princeton University, 
1968-69
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Nobel Peace Prize 
1973, U.S.A.  
Fulbright Specialist in India, 
1962-63

Nobel Laureate in Economics 
2001, U.S.A.  
Fulbright Student in the United 
Kingdom, 
1969-70
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media artist, 
AY 2006-2007, 
New York University
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composer, 
AY 2000-2001, 
University of 
Southern California
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Ambassador to the Republic of 
Ireland, 
AY 2001-2002, University of Texas, 
AY 2008-2009, Center for Strategic 
& International Studies

Eligibility requirements for all Hungarian applicants:

 s Hungarian citizenship (Hungarian-American dual citizens are 

excluded);

 s University (or college) degree;

 s English proficiency sufficient to pursue proposed activities in the U.S.;

 s Complete application package submitted in English;

 s Reference letters;

 s Good health proven by appropriate certification;

 s Eligibility for J-1 visa.

Timeline for Hungarian Fulbright Applicants:

Late February Announcement of grant opportunities

March - May Application period

May - July Initial processing, screening, interviews

October  Selection, submission to Washington

February       Final decision by the Board in Washington

March Notification of grantees

June Orientation for the outgoing Hungarian grantees

From August Program begins in the U.S.

28 Fulbright alumni have 
served as head of state or 

government.
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Hungarian Fulbright Association

In 1991 the Hungarian Fulbright Association was established by Fulbright 

alumni to promote the goals of the Fulbright program even after the 

completion of their stay in the United States.  The Association concentrates 

its efforts in the fields of culture, research and education. The Association is a 

non-profit, legal entity to:

 s bring together Hungarian scholars who have returned from their 

Fulbright experiences in the United States and who support a 

continuing relationship among alumni in the spirit of the Fulbright 

Program;

 s assist American Fulbrighters and other scholars in adapting to local 

circumstances and to shape professional-personal contacts between 

American and Hungarian scholars

 s encourage relationships with other national Fulbright associations

 s organize and arrange conferences, excursions and other cultural 

programs

The Association of Hungarian Alumni is based in Budapest, but a Regional 

Chapter of the Alumni for South Hungary has been established in Szeged 

and a Regional Chapter of Alumni for North-East Hungary in Debrecen. 

These chapters enjoy independency in working out and organizing 

programs and events associated with the promotion of US-Hungarian 

relations.

Nobel Laureate in Economics 
2010, U.S.A.  
Fulbright Scholar in Italy, 
1999-00
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Nobel Laureate in Economics 
2009, U.S.A.  
Fulbright Scholar in Italy, 1999
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Nobel Peace Prize 
2006, Bangladesh 
Fulbright Student at 
University of Colorado, Boulder 
and Vanderbilt University, 
1965-66
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pianist and composer, 
AY 2003-2004, 
New England Conservatory 
of Music
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composer, 
AY 2008-2009, 
Wesleyan University
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cellist, 
AY 1998-1999, 
Yale University
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Since 1978 the Program has about 900 Hungarian alumni. Each year 

30-35 Hungarian and the same number of American applicants can 

receive a Fulbright grant.

Some major events organized jointly by the Alumni Association and 

the Fulbright Commission are:

 s Spirit of Global Understanding conference to celebrate the 50th 

anniversary of the Fulbright program, 1996

 s Challenges and Responses conference to commemorate the 10th 

anniversary of the Fulbright Commission and the Fulbright Alumni 

Association in Hungary, 2002

 s First National Fulbright Day 2010

Zoltán Abádi-Nagy 
‘87 U Minnesota with U.S. Fulbrighters
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Educational Advising

In Hungary, a growing number of students seek opportunities for further 

education in the United States in programs offering a first degree as well 

as in graduate-level courses. The Commission established the Fulbright 

Educational Advising Center (FEAC) in 1994 to advise Hungarian students 

wishing to pursue their further education in the United States.

The center is open to the public and its services are available for 

individual and group counselling (for undergraduate and graduate 

students, post-doctoral fellows and researchers). The center also handles 

inquiries on all aspects of United States education.

With its library of reference books, American university catalogue 

collection, handouts, CD-ROMs and internet access, the Advising Center 

provides the most comprehensive source of information in Hungary 

about U.S. higher education. The Advising Center maintains close ties 

with the American Corners in Hungary. The center offers workshops on 

the American system of higher education and serves as a liaison between 

American universities and the foreign relations offices of some Hungarian 

universities.

Since 1978 the Program 
has more than 900 
Hungarian alumni.

Nobel Laureate in Economics 
U.S.A., 1972 
Fulbright Scholar in Italy, 
1995
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Nobel Laureate in Physics 
U.S.A., 1983 
Fulbright Student in the 
United Kingdom, 
1954-55
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Nobel Laureate in Literature 
1962, U.S.A.  
Fulbright Specialist in Europe, 
1963
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writer, AY 1988-1989, 
Stanford University 
and Yale University
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The center provides information on:

 s how to define study objectives and find appropriate institutions;

 s admissions requirements for study in a particular field;

 s testing requirements (TOEFL, GRE, GMAT, SAT, USMLE, GED, ACT);

 s test preparation materials; 

 s possible sources of financial assistance;

 s application procedures;

 s adjusting to academic and cultural life in the U.S.;

 s scholarship opportunities;

 s the Fulbright Program, eligibility requirements, application procedure.

77 Fulbright alumni 
have received 
Pulitzer Prizes.
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pianist and composer
AY 2007-2008
UCLA-Extension
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Climate change expert, IPCC 
Nobel Peace Prize 2007 
contributor AY 1993-1994
University of California, 
Berkeley 

Spirit of Global 
Understanding 
conference to 

celebrate the 50th 
anniversary 

of the Fulbright program, 
Budapest, 1996
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English Proficiency

Those who plan to pursue studies in the U.S. and whose native language 

is other than English, need to take the Test of English as a Foreign 

Language (TOEFL), an internet-based test measuring reading, listening, 

speaking and writing skills. Each institution sets its own English language 

admission standard on the IBT scale of 0-120.

Admission Tests

The U.S. educational system as well as international institutions worldwide 

judge the academic qualifications of applicants on their test results. 

Standardized admissions tests are primarily multiple-choice aptitude test 

that are intended to measure the quantitative, verbal and writing skills 

necessary for undergraduate study (SAT, SAT Subject or ACT). Graduate 

degree programs require applicants to submit scores from the Graduate 

Record Examination (GRE, GRE Subject) or the Graduate Management 

Admissions Test (GMAT) for business programs. To find out if you need to 

take one or more of these tests, consult with your EducationUSA adviser.

Test Preparation
Less stress when it comes to testing! A wide selection of test prep 

materials (books and CDs) for all standardized admissions tests can 

be checked out for individual study at home. Targeted training offers 

powerful strategies to help you score higher including hundreds of review 

questions with thorough explanations. Computer-based practice tests 

are also available for the TOEFL, GRE, and GMAT in our computer lab by 

appointment.

Nobel Laureate in Physics 
1957, U.S.A.  
Fulbright Scholar in Brazil, Venezuela, 
Poland, Egypt and Malaysia, 1974
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Nobel Laureate in Economics 
U.S.A., 2007 
Fulbright Scholar in India, 
1965-66
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Nobel Laureate in Medicine 
1962, U.S.A.  
Fulbright Scholar in Argentina, 
1986
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Detailed information on registration and test preparation can be found 

in English and Hungarian at our website:

http://www.fulbright.hu/advising

Each year 
30-35 Hungarian and the 

same number of American 
applicants can receive a 

Fulbright grant.

Doctor, mayor, EU representative
AY 2001-2002
University of Mississippi
AY 1991-1992
Johns Hopkins University
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Nuclear physicist
AY 1996-1997
Columbia University
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EU Commissioner
AY 1997-1998
Rutgers, The State University 
of New Jersey
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Partners of  the Fulbright Program

U.S. Department of State

Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs

http://exchanges.state.gov
The Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs (ECA) of the U.S. 
Department of State fosters mutual understanding between the people 
of the United States and the people of other countries to promote 
friendly, and peaceful relations.

The J. William Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board

http://fulbright.state.gov/root/resources-for/fsb

The Board was established by Congress for the purpose of supervising 
the Fulbright Program. The Board has 12 members appointed by 
the President of the United States. The Board establishes worldwide 
policies and procedures for the Program.

FULBRIGHT 
STUDENT 

CONFERENCE 
PAPERS

ACADEMIC YEARS

2007/2008, 2008/2009
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  2007/2008, 2008/2009
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Institute of International Education

http://www.iie.org
IIE creates programs of study and training for students, educators and 
professionals from all sectors including the flagship Fulbright Program 
administered for the U.S. Department of State.

Council for International Exchange of Scholars

http://www.cies.org
For the past sixty years, CIES has administered the Fulbright Scholar 
Program, the United States flagship academic exchange effort, on 
behalf of the United States Department of State.

Public Affairs Section of the U.S. Embassy Budapest

http://hungary.usembassy.gov/pas.html
The Public Affairs Section conducts educational and cultural 
exchanges and press and information activities. The Cultural Affairs 
Office supervises U.S. academic exchange programs, including 
Fulbright and Humphrey Fellowships.

Ministry of National Resources

http://www.nefmi.gov.hu
The Ministry represents the Hungarian Republic in the binational 
exchange program.

“I have thought of  everything I can think of, 
and the one thing that gives me some hope is the 
ethos that underlies the educational exchange 
program. That ethos, in sum, is the belief  that 
international relations can be improved, and 
the danger of  war significantly reduced, by 
producing generations of  leaders, who through 
the experience of  educational exchange, will 
have acquired some feeling and understanding 
of  other peoples’ cultures why they operate as 
they do, why they think as they do, why they 
react as they do and of  the differences among 
these cultures. It is possible not very probable, 
but possible that people can find in themselves, 
through intercultural education, the ways and 
means of  living together in peace.”

(J. William Fulbright: The Price of  Empire)
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 2002/2003,  2003/2004,  2004/2005

My 
Fulbright 

ExpEriEncE
rEports oF hungarian grantEEs

academic years
2002/2003 - 2004/2005

A FULBRIGHT Magyar-Amerikai Oktatási 
Csereprogram Bizottság

ÖSZTÖNDÍJAKAT 
HIRDET

a 2012-2013-as tanévre.

Azok a felsőfokú végzettséggel, megfelelő 

angol nyelvtudással rendelkező magyar 

állampolgárok pályázhatnak, 

akik az Egyesült Államokban 

szeretnének továbbtanulni, 

oktatni vagy kutatni.

Pályázni bármely 

tudományterületen 

és művészeti ágban lehet.

A pályázat beadásának 
határideje: 

2011. május 9.
www.fulbright.hu

plakát 2011_2_casino.indd   1 2011.03.18.   16:03
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