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The second hypothesis was, that among a 
number of Hungarian researchers, police 
and other professionals a strong belief has 
kept itself: that Hungary is a „ the island 
of peace”. Apparently it is a mere disbelief. 
The criminal activity of gangs affects in 
negative way the societites worldwide. 
These violent criminal groups decrease 
the public safety, couse insecurity, fear of 
crime in different communities and raise 
enormous economic costs.

The gang problem in our days is much 
more pervesive than any time in history. 
The gang crime is one of the most 
dangerouse phenomenon all over the 
world.

2. Gangs in the United 
State:

The so called gang problem affects 
American society at all levels, causing 
heightened fear. Over the past 20 
years, gang memberships has crossed 
all socioeconomic, ethnic, and racial 
boundaries and now permeates American 
society.

Gangs today are increasingly 
multicultural, multiracial, and multiethnic. 

Culturally and racially mixed gangs are 
growing. 

In the absence of strong family and 
community support, gang values have 
replaced traditional ethics and standard.

The most common definition of the gang 
the following:

„A gang is a group of three or more 
persons who have a common identifying 
sign, symbol or name and whose members 
individually or collectively engage in a 
definable pattern of criminal acitvity, 
creating an atmosphere of fear and 
intimidation within the community.” 

This definition used by law enfercement 
agencies especially for intelligence 
purposes.

3. My host institution:
My host intstitution was the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff’s Department. I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank 
repeatedly Sheriff Baca and captain Mike 
Ford for their continued support of my 
studies during my Fulbright Scolarship 
program, for providing office space at the 
Sheriff’s Department’s Safe Streets Bureau 
Headquarters. 
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1. The research goals, 
objectives:

I started my Fubright Research Program 
with an extraordinary international 
educational background and relevant 
references. As a criminologist I have dealt 
with transnational crime for twenty years.

My recent research project- titled: 
„Determination of the hallmarks of gangs 
and drugs”- is referring to an enormously 
timely criminological topic- namely- 
criminal activity of the organised crime 
groups. The objective of this project 
was to determine what factors actually 
hallmarks the gang problem. How could 
we describe this phenomenon? What 
is the general definition of gang? What 
constitutes a gang and the gang-related 
incident? 

The research goals to clarify the gang 
problem with a multi-disciplinary 
perspective, making a comparison between 
US and Hungary. My first hypothesis 
was that the term gang has a narrow 
interpretation in Hungary. Even among 
the law enforcement administrators, 
research workers, policy makers and 
officials the word gang has a limited 
meaning. 

The criminal offences committed 
by organised crime groups are of law 
enforcement interest, but the connection 
between organised crime and gang 
problem is not recognized properly. The 
under-evaluation and denying of the 
presence of gangs is significant in my 
country.

Visit at the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s headquarters, on the right hand side Dr. Leroy D. Baca 
sheriff, head  of Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, on the left hand side Captain Mike 
Ford, head of the Safe Streets Bureau.
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 The LASD is the largest sheriff’s 
department in the world, with primary 
law enforcement jurisdiction of over 4,000 
square miles and a direct servise population 
of over 2.6 milion residents. Nearly 15,000 
sworn and professional members staff 23 
patrol stations that respond yearly to more 
than 500.000 calls for service.
In addition to the direct service areas, the 
LASD also provides emergency tactical 
response, specialized detective support, 
crime lab services, and mutual aid for many 
of the smaller cities within the County.

The department organization is well 
structured, has a good tranparency and an 
effective hierarchy. An undersheriff and two 
assistant sheriff support the sheriff. The 
detective division, field operations regions 
and the office of Homeland Security are 
under the controll one of the assistant 
sheriffs’. The other assistant sheriff has 
supervision over the administrative services 
division, correctional services division, 
court services division, custudy operations 
division, technical services division.
The leadership and training division has a 
direct contact to the undersheriff.

4. My „sweet home” 
namely, the Safe Streets 
Bureau:
My hosting agency was the Safe Streets 
Bureau Headquarters. This bureau belong 
to the Office of Homeland Security which 
is headed by a well- trained, ambitious 
femal chief.

I am very impressed by the reform which 
is in process in the US. The new initiative 
and creation of the Office of Homeland 
certainly will provide significant and 
fruitful experiences for Hungary and other 
countries. The development of the statewide 
california antiterrorist Information Center, 
chaired by Sheriff Baca, has given to LASD 
the responsibility of coordinating the 
Los Angeles County’s homeland security 
efforts with other agencies and entities. 
Procedures and protocol were developed 
to ensure timely distribution of critical 
information trough the use of Homeland 
Security Bulletins. 

In March 2003 the Office entered into 
the Los Angeles Sheriff’s Department’s 
„Operation Liberty Shield”, working in 
conjunction with the national program 
with the same name. The combined goal 

was to improve homeland security by 
increasing preparedness and awareness, 
improving and identifying resources, 
acquiring equipment, and expanding and 
improving relevant training.

5. Gangs, drugs 
and violent crime:
As I mentioned LASD consist of 23 station 
areas. I visited majority of them however 
my favourite stations were Century 
Station, Compton Station and Lennox 
Station. This region is full of habitual 
criminals, has a massive prvevailing 
tradition in criminality, especially 
drug- related crime. Shooting, murder, 
homicide, assault are the everyday actions. 
This area is absolutely dangerous and 
demanding from the criminal aspects.

This area is the homeland of the different 
street gangs. A street gang is an ongoing 

group, club, organization, or association 
of five or more persons that has one of its 
primary purposes the commission of one 
or more criminal offenses.

All department that reported the 
presence of gang-related crime problems 
keep some kind of official record of these 
gangs, their members, or their specific 
gang-related criminal activity. Gang 
members are increasingly young and 
violent.

Most gangs have members who are 
involved in drug trafficking. Gang 
involment in drug trafficking ranges from 
street-level sales to wholesale distribution. 
The drug trafficking by gangs primarily 
involves cocaine and marijuana, however 
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The insight view of the office.

At the main door of the Safe Streets 
Bureau with my best colleague and the 
national state flag

A regular 
air patrol above 

Los Angeles
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gangs in California are increasingly 
involved in heroin trafficking.

Street gangs are located throughout the 
country and vary in size, composition, and 
srtucture. Large national srteet gangs pose 
the greatest threat because they smuggle, 
produce, transport, and distribute large 
quantities of illicit drugs throughout the 
country and are extremely violent. Local 
street gangs in rural, suburban, and urban 
areas pose a low but growing threat. Local 
street gangs transport and distribute drugs 
within very specific areas. These gangs 
often imitate the larger, more powerful 

national gangs in order to gain respect 
from rivals.

I participated in several ride-
alongs with the 

gang units and 

special antigang task force. I escorted 
them in night service because the gangs 
took into action especially by night.

The ride-along is a wonderful chance 
to take part as an observetor in the crime 
scene operation, to see the activity of the 
law enforcement and other emergency 
personel. Los Angeles is famous for 
the very skillful, well- organized first 
responders.

The ride-along provides for excellent 
media access to the releasable information 
facts and circumtances of the criminal act 
and investigation, guarantees the public 
disclosure of crime and arrest reports. 
LASD has a respectful mass media 
connections.

I realized my desire to be at the 
front line and be involved 

into the outstanding, highest level law 
enforcement functional activity.

I gained relevant knowledge on gang 
criminality in the real life. I got acquainted 
with the gang activity, gang structure, 
recruitment, gang communication and the 
causative factors of the gang problem.

During the ride-alongs I have seen 
several graffities. One form of gang 
communication, and certainly the most 
observable, is graffiti ( wall wrintings).

Graffiti is often the first sign of gang 
activity in an area. Each gang has its own 
style of writing and colors, and the crips 
and bloods are no different. With the 
division of crips and bloods gang members 
into certain sets, each set has developed its 
own identifying graffitti. Some authorities 

have become experts at interpreting this 
graffiti as stories of what has transpired 
or what is going to happen ( e.g. who is 
at odds with whom, what individual or 
gang may be the next target of a drive-by 
shooting.)

I had to be familiar with some prominent 
street gangs in Los Angeles area, for 
example with Bloods and Crips.

The LASD continues to focus national 
attention on the criminal behavior 
attributed to the Crips and Bloods 
street gangs. The activities of these 
gang members are turning increasingly 
violent. The extensive use of firearms and 
explosives are now becoming part of their 
daily routin. 
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A short break during the air patrol with my son

In search of drugs
and weapons. Search 

of the car in the cri-
me scene at area of 

Lennox Station 

The wellknown patrol 
cars at the region of 
Century Station.

A very frequent graffiti in Compton
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7. Visits at other branches 
of the LASD
I visited different divisions, units within 
the LASD e.g. Civil Management Unit, 
Homicide Bureau, Family Crimes 
Bureau, Child Abductions and Amber 
Alert Network, Gang Violence Planning 
Authority, Detective Division, Court 
Services and Correctional Services 
Divisions as well. LASD has 8 custody 
facilities with a daily inmate population 
averaging more than 19,000, and a 
total of 52 court buildings with more 
than 600 courtrooms. I completed my 
knowledge in the courtroom testimony 
by the aid St. Petersburg College in the 
Multijurisdictional Counterdrug Task 
Force Training.

I visited several times the Central Jail and 
conducted the initial interviews of a dozen 
self-admitted gang members incarcerated 
in the County Jail. The interviews were 
incredible constructive namely one of 
my research aims targetted to focus 
on the change of ethnic composition 
and social judgement of the gangs. The 
research pays distinguised attention to 
the recruitment base of gangs: juvenil 
offenders, etnich groups, deprived school 
students etc. Furthermore examines the 

motives of constant refillment and its 
social-economic background.

The so called prison gangs are 
very dangerous. A prison gang is an 
organization that originated within the 
prison system and operates in the prison 
and on the street as a self-perpetuating 
criminal entity. Such gangs consists of 
a select group of inmates who have an 
orgamized hierarchy and are governed 
ba an established code of conduct. The 
mexican Mafia is the oldest and one of the 
most violent prison gang in the United 
States.

8. Training, education:
As a result of the Sheriff’s commitment, the 
LASD University ( LASDU) was formed. 
The University consist of a consortium of 
colleges and universities whose mission 

is to provide department employees with 
accessible, multi-varied learning programs. 
The LASDU graduated the first twoo 
classes in 2003. There are currently more 
than 700 Department members attending 

courses on Department facilities. The 
LASD is currently the first and only law 
enforcement agency in the United States 
with a corporate university.
As a college professor I’m an enthusiast of 
this educational program initiatives.

I’m familiar with the clue management 
program, which was created in the 
Homicide Bureau in order to clarify 
current situation or trends of criminality. 
The large scale, complex, high profile 
criminal investigation generated volumes 
of information and clues which must be 
properly managed and analyzed to ensure 
a succcessful investigation. This program 
was developed for proper utilization of 
resources.

I’m very interested in criminal analysis. 
I planned a profound, comprehensive 
analysis on the gang-related crime of past 
decads. At LASD the professional staff 
ensure the distribution and tracking of 
incoming reports and the proper record 
management of all cases. Crime analyis 

supports investigative personnel by 
identifying trends, patterns, series and 
suspects, as well as providing operational 
support.

I made an overview on East LA Resource 
Assistance Program, and the Long-term 
Strategic Plan of LASD. I realized a 
comparison with the Middle and long 
term objectives of scientific activity in the 
Ministry of the Interior of the Republic 
of Hungary.

At LASD I have been well received by all. 
The LASD and its personnel have been 
of tremendous help and are an excellent 
professional organization and resource. 

8. California Gang 
Investigators Association
I’m grateful to Mr. Wesley McBride for his 
letter of invitation and for indispensible 
professional assistance in my research 
program. He is the president of the 
California Gang Investigators Association 
which was founded in 1977 to foster better 
relationships among the units working 
gang in the various angencies in Los 
Angeles County. The CGIA has expanded 
during the past 20 years to include 
members troughout the US, Canada, 
England, France and Australia. From the 
former socialist countries I has become 
the first member of this association.

The CGIA and its affiliates conduct 
monthly meetings to exchange information 

regarding the activities of gangs. 
These meetings were very useful 
and informative for me and 
provided a magneficient chance to 
meet law enforcement personnel 
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Arrest - a cooperative police action between 
the Sheriff’s  and Police Department

Hungarian dances in a national costume- dan-
cing in the Safe Streets Bureau with lieutenant  
Ornelas

Meeting with Ms. Harriet 
Fulbright

With Wesley McBride, president, California 
Gang Investigators Association (CGIA)
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including Prosecutors, Correction, 
Probation, Parole, and members of other 
related agencies.

I took part at the regular annual gang 
conference.

The Thirteenth Annual National Gang 
Violence Conference offered the most 
current information regarding gangs, gang 
trends,investigation and information-
gathering techniques. The instructors 
were specialist in gang-related topics. The 
general sessions, sections and the optional 
class on basic gang awareness covered the 
most typical conferences topics.: gangs 
and drugs, asian gangs, black street gangs, 
hispanic street gangs, skinheads/hate 
groups, sociology of gangs, officer safety 
and motorcycle gangs. It was a target point 
in my research project.

The international gangs, for example the 
dangerous outlaw motorcycle clubs, such 
as the Hell’s Angels-HAMC- although 
originally from California, US, now have 
developed international networks of 
chapters or branches around the world. 
Canada, Australia, Germeny, France, 
Denmark,the Netherlands, United 
Kingdom, Austria and Switzerland all have 
chapters of the organization, which retains 
its headquarters in Oakland, California. In 
addition to profit-oriented illegal activities 
such as manufacturing and distribution of 
metamphetamin, and other drugs, HAMC 
has been known to shelter fugitives from 
one country to another. The HAMC has 
grownfrom a small group of gang members 
to a multinational criminal organization 
with over 1300 members. It has more than 
100 chapters worldwide. Expansion of this 
OC organization makes threat to former 
socialist countries, regarding money 
laundering and infiltration into legitimate 

business in the first place.
I am very eager to continue my studies 

and believe there is a great need for a 
global oriented approach in dealing with 
gang-related and organised crime issues. 
I also believe that we need to apply more 
fundamental international study and focus 
to this increasingly global phenomenon.

To this date, I have enjoyed the benefits 
of the International Law Enforcement 
Academy professional base. I finished the 
ILEA in 2000 and its director was onfe 
of the persons who recommended my 
application for the Fulbright grant.

Earlier I was one of the members of 
the International Task Force which 
was established by the FBI in Budapest 
some years ago. One of my colleagues 
arrived from Los Angeles. I supported 
him professionally during his existence 
in Budapest. In spite of these facts I had 
difficulties in keeping contact the FBI in 
Los Angeles. To reach the goals of my 
work I need in future stronger cooperation 
and support of the FBI as well.

Recently I belong to the International 
Law Enforcement Cooperation Centre at 
Hungarian National Police. This Centre 
incorporate the Interpol National Office, 
Europol National Unit, International and 
EU Integration Department, Front office 
and liaison officers( both national and 
international), plus the SECI National 
Focal Point. 

The Fulbright Scholar Program has been 
a wonderful opportunity, it has enriched my 
scientific background, practical experience 
and has been both professionally and 
personally rewarding.
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As a Fulbright postgraduate grantee I conducted research in one of the most neglected areas of 
Hungarian-American links and contacts: the first major wave of Hungarian political immigrants, 
who sought refuge in the United States after the defeat of the Hungarian War of Independence of 
1848/49 and their participation in the American Civil War. This subject has been dealt with by 
only three amateur historians, who often applied unhistorical approaches and their works served 
not historical purposes but as a device to create cohesion in the dispersed Hungarian-American 
community and justify its presence in America. Therefore, an objective analysis of the subject is 
yet to be accomplished, which is the ultimate goal of my doctoral dissertation. The comprehensive 
summary of my investigations would go much beyond the scope of this paper, therefore, I propose 
here to write just about a tiny fragment of them: the life of Hungarians in the Antebellum South 
and their involvement in the Civil War on the Confederate side. To illustrate the difficulties a 
researcher has to face, I also include a case study: a summary of my investigations about the career 
of Estván Béla, Hungarian cavalry colonel, who served in the Confederate army.

“[…]Exile is the Emptiness – for however much you brought
With you, there’s far more you have left behind.
Exile is the Ego that shrinks, for how you can prove
What you were and what you did?
Exile is a Song that only the singer can hear […]”

Anon. Song of Exile
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